
Trash Can Storage 

Section 15.1.3 of the WHOA Handbook requires that trash, yard waste, and 
recyclables containers be stored out of direct view from the street. In 
recent months, a number of homes have not been complying with this 
requirement. Replacement of the recyclables tote bin with the blue roll-
cart has exacerbated the problem. Because of the visual impact of 
improperly stored containers on the appearance of our neighborhood, the 
WHOA Board has discussed options for complying with the Handbook. 
These options include:   

• If possible, the best option is to store your bins in the garage or in a 
fenced yard. 

• Use of vegetation or a constructed partition may be used as a visual 
screen. Installation of vegetation does not require ARC approval. 
Planting options include various evergreen shrubs (such as abelia 
grandiflora, inkberry or dwarf burford holly, loropetalum, or 
ligustrum), deciduous shrubs (such as forsythia), or ornamental 
grasses (such as panicum ‘Heavy Metal’ or miscanthus ‘Adagio’).  To 
provide an effective screen, the selected plants should have a 
mature height and width of at least 48 inches. 

• If a constructed partition is to be used, ARC approval is not required 
if commercially available panels (such as wooden or vinyl lattice or 
fencing panels) or decking boards are used. Panels should be at 
least 36 inches wide and 48 -60 inches high, and should be attached 
to 4x4-inch posts. If the partition is made of wood, it can be stained, 
painted white or the same color as the house or trim, or left 
unpainted. Example designs are shown in the attached file. 

• If the homeowner wishes to construct a screen using other materials 
or designs, ARC approval is required.  

If you have specific questions or concerns about trash can storage, 
please send an e-mail to either ARC regarding design or the WHOA board 
regarding other issues.  

http://www.woodlakecommunity.org/wljom/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=80&Itemid=172
http://www.woodlakecommunity.org/wljom/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=81&Itemid=175


  

  

  






